
 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

 

    



 

 
 

  

Campaign Hero in VP Students: Admission 
 

Winnie Ng 
 Event: Pancake Race 

How long have you been involved with the 
UBC United Way Campaign?  
My involvement with United Way began in 
2009 when I joined as a member of the Steering 
Committee. I would not have known about this 
opportunity were it not for the 
recommendation by my boss at the time, who 
happened to be Chair of the campaign that year.  
I started small - organizing 50/50 draws and 
raffles, and here I am now, helping out with the campaign as Vice-Chair…all because someone had 
simply asked. 

Why do you volunteer your time for this cause?  
That’s a tough question. I’ve never really questioned why, but rather…why not? The benefits of 
being part of United Way far outweigh any disadvantages. I’ve met so many wonderful people 
across campus through this committee that I would not otherwise have met. I’m uplifted when I see 
the tremendous impact that my small contribution makes to my community. Further, I think we all 
benefit from the work of United Way as we all have seniors and/or young children in our own lives, 
the very groups that United Way helps. Simply said, I keep coming back because it’s a no-brainer! 

What was the best part of organizing the Great Pancake Race?  
For me, the best part about organizing the Great Pancake Race VI was seeing all the participants on 
race day – there are some who really take the race seriously! I love their looks of determination, the 
strategizing, and the trash talking! More importantly, I’m happy to see people have fun, because 
that was the original intention for this race: to bring people together, raise awareness about an 
important charity on campus, while having fun.  

Do you have a fun memory from the event? 
 It’s always fun to see the mascots out, and this year, we had a 
Thunderbird, an Owl, a caped hero, and a bird kick off the Great 
Pancake Race VI! There’s just something about mascots running a 
race that cracks me up! 

What is your goal for next year? 
I would love to continue the 5 Days of Caring that we introduced in this year’s campaign. It was a 
great way to create buzz, and this year, I would love to generate even more buzz about United Way 
during our kickoff! If I could get every single person on campus to take just 5 minutes to consider 
(or reconsider) what United Way is, how significant United Way’s impact is on ourselves and the 
communities we live in, and how easily we can help through our giving (big or small), I will have 
accomplished my goal for our next campaign.  

 
With Winnie’s help,     

51,954 children aged between 6 to12 now 
participate in community schools programs 

Winnie Ng 



 

 
 

 
Campaign Hero in the Faculty of Applied Science 

 
Anna Jamroz  
 Event: Turkey 2k Trot 

How long have you been involved with the 
UBC United Way Campaign?  
I joined the UBC Applied Science United Way 
Committee as Co-Chair in the summer of 2013.  I 
was first introduced to the United Way at my 
previous job in Toronto and served as Chair for 4 
years there.  I am passionate about this particular 
charity and all it does to help the local 
communities across Canada. 

Why do you volunteer your time for this cause?  
Simple; I volunteer so that I can give back to the community and those less fortunate than 
myself.  

What was the best part of organizing the Turkey Trot?  
The best part of organizing the Turkey 2k Trot was getting the opportunity to work with a 
very talented, motivated and creative group of people – it was definitely a group effort! I 
also think the best part of organizing any event is the day it actually happens! It was 

thrilling to see all the enthusiastic people who came out to 
support the Turkey 2K Trok. There was a great sense of 
community that day! 

Do you have a fun memory from the event? 
Tons of people came to the Turkey 2k decked out in costumes, 
including several mascots. Lots of giggles were heard around 

the cut-out of a turkey and the EUS mascot. I also vividly remember Dean Parlange standing 
at the finish line cheering on and high-fiving all the participants who finished after him; it 
was a great moment of sportsmanship! 

What is your goal for next year? 
Of course each year we strive to make a greater impact with the amount of funds we raise 
for United Way, but equally important is to continue engaging and building an inclusive 
UBC community.  I think that through fun events on campus, we have a potential to make a 
change and address social issues that affect the lower mainland. 

 
 
With Anna’s help,     

2,472 programs are delivered across  
community school sites  
  

Anna Jamroz, Aylin Tavakoli 



 

 
 

 
Campaign Hero in the Faculty of Education 

 
Jenny van Enckevort 
 Event: Education BBQ 

How long have you been involved with the 
UBC United Way Campaign?  
I’ve been involved in the 2013 and 2014 
campaigns, by helping to organize everything 
that happened at the BBQ tent. I coordinated 
with Wescadia Catering on the donation of food 
and equipment, organized and supported the 
volunteers who cooked and served the burgers, 
and helped with the cleaning at the end. 

Why do you volunteer your time for this cause?  
I work at UBC, but the part of Vancouver I call home is the East Broadway corridor in 
Mount Pleasant. Children growing up here are exposed to more risks than children in 
wealthier, more stable areas of Vancouver. Poverty, hunger, and isolation are all too 
common in Mount Pleasant, and opportunities for improving life can be hard to come by. 

I live three blocks from Mount Pleasant Neighbourhood House (MPNH) — a gathering place 
that receives United Way funding and provides 
opportunities for folks from all walks of life to connect with 
each other. Helping to run The Food Connection is what 
brings me to MPNH. Everything I’ve learned with the Food 
Connection makes it possible for me to contribute to UBC's 
United Way Campaign. I love watching students, staff, 
faculty members, and visitors gathering to eat, dance, sing, 
and tell stories around the fountain. Witnessing how the 
United Way helps support caring community life in our 
neighbourhoods reminds me that our actions have a way of coming full circle, and that our 
work absolutely matters. 

What was the best part of organizing the BBQ?  
Dancing with folks on Main Mall. 

Do you have a funny memory from the event?  
Seeing our Assistant Dean, Mark Edwards, wearing a hilarious hat while operating the 
grills. 

 

With Jenny’s help,     

409 programs were delivered towards 

immigrant and refugee children and Families  
  

Jenny Van Enckevort 



 

 
 

 

Campaign Hero in Irving K Barber Learning Centre 
 
Harry Young 
 Event: Spelling Bee 

How long have you been involved with the 
UBC United Way Campaign?  

I have been involved in the campaign since the 
summer of 2010. I was asked to lead the 
library’s involvement in the campaign. We 
came up with the idea of a Spelling Bee as a 
fun way to promote and raise awareness 
about the campaign. 

Why do you volunteer your time for this cause? Do you have a personal story that 
you like to share? 

Initially I became involved because I was asked to. It was a real challenge to come up with 
one big event that people would respond to. The Spelling Bee has proven to be extremely 
popular and it is great fun to organize such a large number of enthusiastic participants.  

What is the best part of organizing the Spelling 
Bee?  

Bringing together a large diverse group of UBC 
employees from all across campus to participate in a 
fun event and also to learn about the United Way’s 
outreach in our community 

 
Do you have a funny memory from the event? 

The Department of English won the Bee for the first 3 years in a row. We entered into a 
light-hearted “Let’s get English” campaign in the fourth year. English has not won the Bee 
since 2012 and are pretty hungry now to get it back.  

What is your goal for next year in regards to the UW campaign – in the library or UBC 
as a whole. What would you like to see happen? 
The goal is always to try to increase participation in the payroll deduction contributions.  

 

With Harry’s help, 

12 programs were delivered for Aboriginal 
children and/or families  
  

Harry Young 



 

 
 

 

Campaign Hero in Sauder School of Business 
 

Erica Hill  
 Event: Sauder Swag Sale 

How long have you been involved with the UBC 
United Way Campaign?  
I have been involved for 4 years. I started on the 
committee as a volunteer; the first year I just 
helped out.  The second year I asked for a little 
more responsibility and the last two years I have 
been able to organize at least one event for the 
campaign. I also help gather volunteers for many of 
the events.  I work closely with Debra Harris who 
organized all of the events.  She is amazing.  Even 
when other people organize the events, she is there helping oversee everything and will 
offer suggestions on what we could do to make it easier on us. 

Why do you volunteer your time for this cause?  
At first I volunteered because I was asked by my boss to join.  But after hearing what the 
UW campaign does, I was so happy to be able to help gather money for the cause.  I also feel 
like committees like this allow people from all different departments to get together and 
communicate and meet each other. Normally we are set in our own offices and this allows 
us to connect with each other.  

Do you have a personal story that you like to share?  
When I started I didn’t know what the whole campaign 
was about.  I quickly learned that I was supporting 
something I really cared about, which was supporting 
kids.  This led me to see what I could do myself and I 
eventually got in touch with the Boys and Girls club and 
have been volunteering ever since. I see all the time how 
the money given really allows kids to connect with other 
kids and be supported in a safe environment and also 
have strong, healthy, adult role models.   

What was the best part of organizing this event?  
Meeting the people!! Everyone involved has so much fun and I always recruit the newly 
hired people to get them out and meet their co-workers. 

What is your goal for next year?  I would like more involvement from faculty. Also, I 
would like to up our goal of how much money we raise to really push us.   

 
With Erica’s help, 

67 family–based programs were 
delivered  

Left: Debra Harris, Right: Erica Hill 

Erica Hill 


